
 
 
 

Proposition A 
 
This is the first of twelve proposed Propositions to amend the City of Brenham’s Home Rule 
Charter which will be considered by the voters in the May 3, 2025 Special Election. 
 
What you will see on the ballot: 
 

PROPOSITION A 
 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article I, Section 2; Article II, Sections 1, 2 and 8; Article III, 
Sections 8, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23 and 24; Article IV, Sections 1, 2, 3 and 
8; Article V, Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4; Article VI, Sections 3, 6, 9, 11 and15-
19; and Article VII, Sections 6, 12, 14, 15, 19 and 24 of the Brenham 
City Charter be amended by 1) making corrections to grammar, spelling 
and punctuation errors; 2) deleting reserved sections of the Charter 
throughout all Articles of the Charter and renumbering the sections due 
to deletions and other revisions as necessitated by other propositions on 
this ballot that are approved by the voters; and 3) making non-substantive 
vocabulary changes in order to use modern and consistent terminology, 
titles, and labels, which shall include but not be limited to, changing the 
references to members of the governing body from “governing 
authority” to “City Council”? 

 
Why is this Proposition on the ballot? 
 
Proposition A will amend the Brenham City Charter by: (1) making corrections to grammar, 
spelling and punctuation errors in various Articles; (2) deleting reserved sections of the Charter 
and renumbering the sections due to deletions and other revisions necessitate by other propositions 
on this ballot that are approved by the voters; and (3) making non-substantive vocabulary changes 
in order to use modern and consistent terminology, titles, and labels, which shall include but not 
be limited to, changing the references to members of the governing body from “governing 
authority” to “City Council”. 
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How will this Proposition change the Charter? 
 
ARTICLE I. INCORPORATION; FORM OF GOVERNMENT; BOUNDARIES 
Sec. 2. - Boundaries 
 

The City Council shall have the power by ordinance to establish the boundary limits of the 
City of Brenham; and to provide for the alterations and extension of said boundary limits, the 
annexation of additional territory to the City and the detachment or disannexation of territory, with 
or without the consent of the owners and inhabitants of the territory annexed, detached or 
disannexed. The boundaries of the City shall be those established by ordinance of the City Council 
enacted in accordance with the procedures provided for in applicable federal, state or other law. 
The City Secretary shall keep a correct and complete description of the City boundaries, indicating 
all annexations, detachments and disannexations.  
 
ARTICLE II. POWERS 
Sec. 1. – Powers generally. 
 

The said City of Brenham shall have power to ordain and establish such acts, laws, rules, 
regulations, resolutions, and ordinances, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of Texas 
and of this Charter, as shall be needful for the government, interests, health, welfare and good 
order of said City and its inhabitants. Under the name of the City of Brenham it shall be known in 
law and have succession and be capable of contracting and being contracted with, suing and being 
sued, impleading and being impleaded, answering and being answered unto, in all courts and 
tribunals, and in all amounts whatsoever, subject to the laws of the State of Texas, or which shall 
hereafter be passed. 

 
The City of Brenham shall have the power to take, hold, lease, grant, purchase and convey 

such real property or mixed property or estate, situated within, or without, the limits thereof, as the 
purpose of said corporation may require and shall have and use a corporate seal, and change and 
renew the same at its pleasure. 
 
Sec. 2. – Rights reserved. 
 

All suits, taxes, penalties, fines, forfeiture, and all other rights, claims and demands, of 
every kind and character, which have accrued under the laws in favor of said City, heretofore in 
force governing the same, shall belong to and vest in said cCity and shall not abate by reason of 
the adoption or amendment of this Charter, and shall be prosecuted and collected for the use and 
benefit of said City of Brenham and shall not be in any manner affected by the taking effect of this 
Charter; but as to all of such rights, the laws under which they shall have accrued shall be deemed 
to be in full force and effect. 
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Sec. 8. – Manufacture of electricity, gas, etc.; purchase and sale of gas, water, electricity, 
etc. 
 

Said City shall have the authority to manufacture its own electricity, gas or anything else 
that may be needed or used by it or the public; to make contracts with any person, firm or 
corporation for the purchase of gas, water, electricity or any other commodity or articles used by 
it or the public, and to sell same to the public as may be determined by the governing authority 
City Council. 
 
ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
Sec. 8. - Canvassing returns and declaring results of election; judges of its own election and 
qualification.  

 
The returns of every municipal election shall be delivered forthwith by the Election Judges 

to the City Secretary. The Council shall canvass the returns,; investigate the qualifications of the 
candidates, and declare the official results of the election in accordance with applicable state and 
federal laws. The returns of every municipal election shall be recorded in the minutes of the 
Council by Ward totals, when applicable. At each election the qualified person receiving a majority 
of all votes cast for the office that person seeks shall thereon be declared elected by said Council.  

 
The City Council shall be judges of the election and the Council's qualification of its members 

shall be conclusive and final for all purposes.  
 
Sec. 15. - Calling special meetings; determining rules and order of business; journal; 
quorum; voting on measures.  

 
The Mayor or any three (3) Councilmembers may call special meetings of the City Council 

at any time deemed advisable. The City Council shall determine its own rules and order of 
business, and shall keep a journal of the proceedings in a permanently bound book and any citizen 
shall have access to the minutes and record thereof at all reasonable times. Any four (4) members 
of the City Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business, and the 
affirmative vote of the four (4) members of the City Council shall be sufficient and necessary to 
adopt or repeal any ordinance or resolution. The vote upon the passage or repeal of any ordinance 
or resolution shall be taken by "yea" or "nay" vote, and entered upon the journal. Except when 
required by law to abstain from voting on a matter before the City Council, each member of the 
City Council present at the meeting shall vote upon every question, ordinance or resolution which 
shall be entered upon the journal. Any Councilmember refusing to vote except when required by 
law to abstain shall be entered on the journal as voting in the affirmative.  
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Sec. 17. - Introduction and passage of ordinances and resolutions.  

 
Each proposed ordinance or resolution shall be introduced in written or printed form, shall 

not contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly stated in the title; but general 
appropriation ordinances may contain the various subjects and accounts for which moneys are to 
be appropriated. No ordinance, unless it shall be declared to be an emergency measure, and passed 
by a unanimous vote toof the City Council, shall be passed on the day on which it shall be 
introduced. All ordinances, save and except emergency ordinances, shall be finally passed on the 
second reading. Ordinances not required to be published shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the passage thereof, unless otherwise provided.  
 
Sec. 18. - Emergency measures.  

 
An emergency measure is an ordinance or resolution for the immediate preservation of the 

public peace, property, health, or safety, or providing for the usual daily operation of a municipal 
department, in which the emergency is set forth and defined in a preamble thereto. Ordinances 
appropriating money and ordinances for the payment of salaries and wages may be passed as 
emergency measures, but no measure making a grant, renewal or extension of a franchise, or other 
special privilege or regulating the rate to be charged for its services by any utility, shall ever be 
passed as an emergency measure.  
 
Sec. 19. - Publication of penal ordinances.  

 
The City Secretary shall publish, in a newspaper of general circulation within the City, any 

ordinances required by state or federal law to be published. The City Secretary may abbreviate the 
text of any ordinance for publication purposes. Such ordinances shall take effect upon the date of 
publication unless otherwise required by law or stated in the ordinance.  Ordinances related to, 
provided that emergency measures shall take effect according to their terms.  
 
Sec. 21. - Recording and authenticating documents.  

 
The City Council shall appoint a City Secretary who shall be responsible for the original 

documentation of all laws, notices, minutes, resolutions, ordinances, and related official records 
of the governing body; all deeds, easements, leases, titles and related documents of ownership of 
City property, and the municipal charter and seal. Every ordinance or resolution, upon its becoming 
effective, shall be kept in the permanent files of the City and shall be authenticated by the signature 
of the Mayor and the City Secretary, or in their absence, the person exercising their duties as 
appointed by the City Council.  
 
Secs. 23, 24. - Reserved.  
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ARTICLE IV. THE CITY MANAGER; FINANCES 
Sec. 1. - Appointment; position; qualifications; removal.  

 
The City Council shall appoint a City Manager, who shall be the administrative head of the 

municipal government and shall be responsible for the efficient administration of all departments. 
He shall be chosen upon qualification and fitness for the exercise of his duties. He may or may not 
be a resident of the City of Brenham when appointed, but shall establish his residence within the 
City as directed by the City Council. The City Council may engage a City Manager by agreement 
for a term not to exceed one year; however, the City Manager is subject to removal at any time, 
with or without cause, by City Council.  
 
Sec. 2. - Duties generally.  

 
Except as provided in Article III, section 1 of the Charter or other applicable law, the City 

Manager or the City Manager's designee shall appoint all officers and employees of the City. The 
City Manager shall exercise control and supervision over all departments and offices that may be 
created by the City Council or City Manager and all officers and employees appointed by him. He 
shall attend all meetings of the City Council with the right to take part in the discussion, but having 
no vote. He shall recommend in writing to the City Council such measures as he may deem 
necessary or expedient. He shall keep the City Council fully advised as to the financial condition 
and needs of the City and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or which 
may be required of him by ordinance or resolution of the City Council. 

 
The City Manager may create and consolidate appointive offices and positions, may divide 

the administration of the City's affairs into such departments as he may deem advisable, and may 
discontinue any such appointive office, position, or department at his discretion, except the office 
of the City Manager, City Secretary, Deputy City Secretary(ies), Municipal Court Judge, Associate 
Municipal Court Judge(s), City Attorney and Municipal Court Prosecutor.  
 
Sec. 3. - Annual budget.  

 
The annual budget of the City shall be prepared by the City Manager based on the estimates 

of each department. These departmental estimates shall include the expenses of the department for 
the preceding year and indicate where increases or reductions diminutions are recommended for 
the ensuing year. The City Manager shall submit the budget to the City Council for approval.  
 
Sec. 8. - Issuance of checks for payroll and other claims.  

 
No check for the payment of payroll or of any claim shall be issued by the City unless such 

claims shall be evidenced by an itemized account, in accordance with approved City Budget 
including amendments, approved by the signature of the City Manager or his designee, and all 
checks shall be signed by any two of the following: Mayor, City Secretary, City Manager or and 
the Chief Financial Officer.  
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ARTICLE V. IMPROVEMENT BONDS 
Sec. 1. - Purpose.  

 
The City shall have the right and power to borrow money upon the credit of the City and 

to issue bonds of the City therefor, in such sum or sums as may be deemed expedient, for the 
purpose of improving the streets, purchasing or constructing sewers, erecting and maintaining 
public buildings of every kind and for purchasing or constructing waterworks and gas plants and 
systems and for the purpose of purchasing, erecting, maintaining and operating an electric light 
and power plant and such other public utilities as the City Council governing authority may, from 
time to time, deem expedient, and for any other purpose authorized by state law.  
 
Sec. 2. - Specifying purpose; sale; interest and sinking fund.  

 
All bonds shall specify for what purpose they are issued, and shall be sold for cash. When 

any bonds are issued by the City a fund shall be provided to pay the interest on those bonds and 
create a sinking fund to redeem said bonds. Said fund shall not be diverted or drawn upon for any 
other purpose, and the custodian of the funds of the City shall honor no drafts upon said fund 
except to pay interest upon or redeem the bonds for which it was provided. The City shall have the 
power to invest said sinking funds in securities secured by the pledge of United States Bonds or 
Federal Agency Bonds, Texas State or County Bonds, or Bonds of the City of Brenham, or other 
municipality, or any school district, or any other investment authorized by state law.  
 
Sec. 3. - Maximum period; signing; specifying places and times of payment; approval by 
state officials; issuance.  

 
Said bonds shall be issued for a period of time not to exceed forty (40) years; shall be 

signed by the Mayor, countersigned by the person acting in the capacity of City Secretary, and 
both principal and interest shall be payable at such places and times as may be fixed by the 
ordinance of the City Council governing authority. All such bonds shall be submitted to the 
Attorney -General of the State for his approval and the Comptroller for registration, as provided 
by the Sstate law; provided, that any such bonds, after approved, may be issued by the City, either 
optional or serial, or otherwise, as may be deemed advisable by the City Councilgoverning 
authority.  
 
Sec. 4. - Submitting to referendum.  

 
Before the issuance of any bonds the same shall be submitted to a vote of the qualified 

voters of the City as required by state lawthe General Laws of the State.  
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ARTICLE VI. TAXATION 
Sec. 3. - Occupation tax.  

 
The City shall have the power to levy and collect occupation taxes consonant with the 

Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and shall authorize the granting and issuance of 
licenses and shall direct the manner of issuing and registering the same and fix the fees thereafter, 
but no license shall be issued for a longer period than one year and shall not be assignable except 
by permission of the City Council governing authority of the City.  
 
Sec. 6. - Rendition, etc., as to omitted property.  

 
The City shall have the power to provide for the rendition of unrendered property for 

taxation, and levy and assess taxes thereon annually, and to provide for the rendition, levy and 
assessment of taxes for previous years on the property omitted from taxation in the manner 
provided by Sstate law of this State.  
 
Sec. 9. - Time of levying.  

 
The City Councilgoverning authority of the City, at its first meeting in September of each 

year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, shall levy the annual tax for such year, but special taxes 
or assessments allowed by this Charter may be levied, assessed and collected at such times as the 
City Councilgoverning authority may provide; provided, that should the City Councilgoverning 
authority fail or neglect to levy the annual tax herein provided for any one year the annual tax levy 
for the preceding year last made by said governing authority shall and will be considered in force 
and effect as the tax levy for the year for which no annual tax was made.  
 
Sec. 11. - City not required to give bond; payments to city to be in legal currency.  

 
It shall not be necessary in any action, suit or proceeding, in which the City shall be a party, 

for any bond, undertaking, or security to be executed in behalf of the City. Nothing of value nor 
anything save official currencymoney current of the United States shall be received in payment of 
taxes, fines, forfeitures, penalties and debts due and owing to said City.  
 
Secs. 15 —19. - Reserved.  
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ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANEIOUS PROVISIONS 
Sec. 6. - Establishment of wards; purpose.  

 
The City shall be divided and established into four (4) wards, having boundaries described 

by ordinance, for the purpose of securing a more equal distribution of representation on the City 
Council by the people of the whole City. Newly annexed territory shall be added to the adjacent 
Ward as City Council may provide. No person shall be a candidate for Councilmember from any 
ward of the City unless he shall have been, for twelve (12) months preceding the date of the 
election at which he is a candidate, a resident of the ward represented by the office to which he 
aspires, and must possess the other qualifications as prescribed in this Charter; provided, however, 
that the qualifications as to residence in any one ward shall not apply to the Mayor or at-large 
Councilmembers. Any candidate, Mayor or Councilmember who during his candidacy or term of 
office moves his place of residence from the City or the ward which he represents 
automaticallyipso facto forfeits his right to such office.  
 
Sec. 12. - Liability and notice of injury or damage claims.  

 
Before the City of Brenham shall be liable for damages of any kind, the person injured or 

the owner of the damaged property, or someone onin his behalf shall give the Mayor or City 
Councilmembers notice in writing of such injury or damage within ninety (90) days, or within six 
(6) months for good cause shown, after the same has been received stating specifically in such 
notice when, where and how the injury or damage occurred and the extent thereof. Failure to notify 
the Mayor or City Councilmember within the time and manner specified herein shall exonerate, 
excuse and exempt the City from any liability whatsoever. Further, this section shall not apply to 
the taking, damaging or destruction of property as guaranteed and covered by Section 17 of Article 
I of the Constitution of Texas.  
 
Sec. 14. - Court.  

 
The City Council shall establish and provide for a court, designated as the "Municipal 

Court" for the trial of misdemeanor offenses, with all such jurisdiction, powers, duties as are now, 
or may hereafter be prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas relative to municipal courts.  

 
The Municipal Court shall be presided over by a Magistrate who shall be known as the 

Judge of the Municipal Court. The City Council shall provide for the qualifications of the Judge 
and any Associate Municipal Judge(s). The Judge and any Associate Judge(s) of said court shall 
be appointed by the City Council to serve a term of office of two (2) years; however, they shall be 
removable at any time, with or without cause, by a majority vote of the City Council. Any such 
judge shall receive such compensation as may be determined by the City Council. In the event a 
judge is temporarily unable to act for any reason, the Mayor shall appoint a qualified person to 
temporarily act in the judge's place. In the event a vacancy exists in the office of Judge or Associate 
Judge for any reason, the City Council, by majority vote, shall appoint a qualified person to fill 
such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term of office.  
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There shall be a Municipal Clerk of said court appointedappoint[ed] by the City Manager. 
The Clerk of said Court shall have the power to administer oaths and affidavits, make certificates, 
affix the seal of said court thereto, and generally do and perform any and all acts necessary in 
issuing process of said Court and conducting business thereof. There may be such Deputy Clerks 
of the Municipal Court as may be authorized and appointed by the City Manager, which Deputy 
Clerks shall have authority to act for and on behalf of the Clerk of the Municipal Court. Said 
Municipal Court Clerk and Deputy Clerks shall receive such compensation as may be determined 
by the City Manager.  

 
There shall also be an attorney appointed by the City Council to serve as the prosecutor in 

Municipal Court and said prosecutor shall receive such compensation as may be determined by 
the City Council.  
 
Sec. 15. - Council investigations.  

 
The City Council may investigate the financial transactions of any office or department of 

the City government, and the acts and conduct of any official or employee. In conducting such 
investigation, the City Council may compel the attendance of witnesses, the production of checks 
and papers, and other evidence and for that purpose may issue subpoenas or attachments which 
shall be signed by the Mayor, and which may be served and executed by any officer authorized by 
law to serve subpoenas or other process, or by any peace officer of the City. If any witness shall 
refuse to appear to testify to anyand facts within his knowledge, or to produce any papers or books 
in his possession, or under his control, relating to the matter under investigation before the City 
Council, the City Council shall have the power to cause the witness to be punished as for contempt, 
not exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00). No witness shall be excused from testifying 
to any fact withintouching his knowledge of the matter under investigation in any such inquiry, 
but such testimony shall not be used against him in any criminal prosecution except for perjury 
committed upon such inquiry.  
 
Sec. 19. - Filing, examination and certification of petitions.  

 
Within thirty (30) days after an initiative or referendum petition is filed, the City Secretary 

shall determine whether the same is signed by the requisite number of qualified voters. The City 
Secretary shall declare void any petition paper which does not have an affidavit attached thereto 
as required in Section 1820C of this Article. In examining the petition the Secretary shall write the 
letters "DV" (declared void) in red ink opposite the names of signatures found not qualified to 
vote. After completing examination of the petition, the Secretary shall certify the result thereof to 
the Council at its next regular meeting, stating the number of the persons found on the petition 
who are qualified to vote and the number of persons found on the petition who are[are] not 
qualified to vote. If the Certificate of the City Secretary shall show an initiative or referendum 
petition to be insufficient, the Secretary shall notify the persons filing the petition, and it may be 
amended within ten (10) days from the date of such notice by filing a supplementary petition upon 
additional papers signed and filed as provided for in the original petition. Within ten (10) days 
after such amendment is filed, the Secretary shall examine the  
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amended petition and certify as to its sufficiency. If the amended petition is found to be 
insufficient, the Secretary shall return the petition to the person filing the same, without prejudice 
to the filing of a new petition for the same purpose.  
 
Sec. 24. - Recall ballot.  

 
Ballots used at recall elections shall conform to the following requirements: (1)"1". With 

respect to each person whose removal is sought the question shall be submitted "shall (show name 
of officer) be removed from the office of (name of office)?"; and (2)"2". Immediately below each 
such question there shall be printed the two (2) following propositions, one above the other, in the 
order indicated: "For the recall of (name of officer)". "Against the recall of (name of officer)."  
 
What does it mean to vote YES on this Proposition? 
 
If you vote YES on this proposition, you are voting to amend multiple sections of the Brenham 
City Charter (as shown above) to: (1) correct grammar, spelling and punctuation errors; (2) delete 
reserved sections and renumber as needed; and (3) make non-substantive vocabulary changes in 
order to use modern and consistent terminology. 
 
What does it mean to vote NO on this Proposition? 
 
If you vote NO on this proposition, you are voting to keep the Brenham City Charter as it is 
currently worded. 
 
What is the budget impact of this Proposition? 
 
There is no budget impact if Proposition A is approved. 
 
 


